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Bulau 82, DUTCHESS COUNTY 

ALWIN E. BULAU'S Footprints of Assurance attributes fire mark number eighty-two to the Dutchess 
County Fire, Marine and Life Insurance Company, Poughkeepsie, New York, 1814-1906. This is the same 
information found in American Fire Marks by the Insurance Company of North America, page 128. The 
first two references to the company I found were from the Insurance Blue Book 1876-1877, C. C. Hine. 
Page 17 lists a Dutchess County Insurance Company ~charted for Poughkeepsie in 1814" that was com­
bining fire and marine business with life insurance. [Note the name of the company.] The other reference 
on page 37 states that the "Dutchess County Fire and Life seem[s] to have revived their life privi­
leges.~ [Again the name is different.] At this point, the starting date of 1814 matches Bulau but not the 
name. The following recap is found in The Revised Statutes of the State of New- York, Passed During the 
Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty Seven and One Thousand Eig!?t Hundred and Twenty 
Eight.. Volume 1/1, Printed 1829, page 553: 

"To incorporate the Dutchess County Insuranee Company," passed April 15, 1814, 3yth Sess. chap. 
216, Laws of 1814, p. 279." 

At this point, I have a primary reference to a Dutchess County Insurance Company with a starting date 
of 1814, no cessation date or city of incorporation. Further research only seemed to muddy the water. For 
example, a ~Dutchess County Mutual Insurance Company" was chartered on April 21, 1836, also in 
Poughkeepsie. This company was reorgan ized on March 21, 1900 as a capital stock company under the 
name "Dutchess Insurance Company." The Dutchess Insurance Company failed in 1906 due to the San 
Francisco earthquake and fire. [Note that 1906 agrees with Bulau's date.] The officers and directors of the 
company became trustees for purposes of liquidation. There were a great deal of assets still available and 
the liquidation dragged on for years until 1910, when a newly formed insurer agreed to reinsure the 
Dutchess Insurance Company. The new company was named the ~Dutchess Fire Insurance Company." If 
you guessed that the officers of both companies were the same, you guessed correctly. A later trial 
showed that there was never any reinsurance and that the president and directors misappropriated the 
assets of the ~Dutchess Insurance Company." All this may be found in the Documents of the Senate of 
the state of New York, Volume VIII, Number 18, Part 4, pages 816-20. 

! found the first full reference to the insurer in The Description of the City of New York""" To which is 
Prefixed, a Brief. .... by James Hardie, 1827, page 326: 

"Dutchess County Insurance Company - 43 William-street. Incorporated in 1814; charter renewed 
and extended in 1822, to continue 20 years, for Fire, Inland navigation, Life and General Insurance, 
and receive money on deposits, payable on demand, with 3 per cent interest. Capital $200,000. 
Shares 25 dollars each. Election 1st Monday in January. Dividends first Monday in July and Janu­
ary." 

In Fitz-Greene Halleck: An Early Knickerbocker Wit and Poet by Nelson Frederick Adkins, 1930, 



FIRE MARKS of the CONNECTICUT INSURERS 

Company City Org. Cessation Reason Bulau # 
Aetna Insurance Company Hartford 1819 1987 changed name to CIGNA 96* 

Property & Casualty Co. 

Charter Oak Fire and Marine Insurance Co. Hartford 1856 1871 falled Chicago fire; 1872 274 
succeeded by the "Atlas" 

Charter Oak Fire Insurance Co., The Hartford 1935 P promotional mark; similar to 497 
Home of New Haven 

City Fire Insurance Company New Haven 1850 ·1865 retired 197 
City Fire Insurance Co. of Hartford Hartford 1854 1872 failed Chicago fire: succeeded by 263 

the "Orient" 

Connecticut Fife Insurance Company, The Hartford 1850 1966 name changed to Phoenix IC 192 
Greenwoods Mutual Fire Insurance Co. Winchester 1831 after 1855 1.12 
Hartford County Mutual Fire Ins. Co., The Hartford 1831 1957 changed name to Mutual Ins. Co. 120 

of Hartford 

Hartford Fire Insurance Company Hartford 1810 P 69 
Home Insurance Company New Haven 1859 1871 failed 300 
Litchfield Mutua! Fire Insurance Company Litchfield 1833 P 151 
Merchants' Insurance Company Hartford 1857 1871 failed Chicago fire; reorganized 287 

as the "National Fire Ins. Co." 

Middlesex Mutual Assurance Co., The Middletown 1836 P 133 
Mutual Assurance Co. of the City of Norwich NolWich 1795 1950 ca MA-1 
National Fire Insurance Co. of Hartford Hartford 1871 P 433 
New England Fire and Marine Insurance Co. Hartford 1858 1866 "wound up" 290 
North American Fire Insurance Company Hartford 1857 1871 faiied Chicago fife NB 
Patrons Mutual Fire Ins. Co. of Connecticut Glastonbury 1887 P 1961 dropped ~Fire"; still in 4B6 

business 

Phoenix Insurance Company, The Hartford 1854 1966 merged wI & into The Travelers 256 
Corporation 

Putnam Fire Insurance Company Hartford 1864 1871 failed Chicago fire 351 
Tolland County Mutual Fire Insurance Co. Tolland 1828 1906 retired TA 

"Underlined Bulau # =See additional marks in the Addenda 
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